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of reading, before I knew properly how to 
hold a pen, began to draw houfes, trees 
churches, and fuch other things. I at firft 
did this by Health, fearing my father fhould 
think I negle&ed my books for what might 
appear to him as a trifle. However, he 
one day caught me when I did not expert 
him, and when I had juft finished this 
picture. 



It is not eafy to exprefs my fears and 
apprehenhons while my father was look- 
ing at my picture, not knowing which I 
was to expeft, his praifes or his cenfure ; 
and I was the more in dread of the laft, 

as 
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« tli ink of relieving his mmd from th£ 
« ftudv of one thing, by thus applying him- 
«: felf to others equally ufeful. I' 10m what 
« I fee in this lira effort of your genius, 
« I fhall not be furprifed fhould I hereafter 
« find you at the head of the profeflors of 
“ this art, and even writing inftruCtions 
“ for others.’* 

Had the news of an important victory 
been brought to a crowned head, it could 
not have produced a more joyful counte- 
nance, than did this fpeech of my father: 
I determined to purfue the amufement of 
drawing with the moft eager attention. It 
is however neceffary that I (hould give both 
myfelf and my little readers a moment’s re- 
cefs from bufinefs, that they may be the 
better prepared to think properly on the 
contents of the aefct chapter. 
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